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STILL ANOTHER BABYLONIAN LEDGER OF REEDS 
AND WOOD 1 

(THUREAU-DANGIN'S RECUEIL DE TABLETTES 
CHALDEENNES, NO. 306) 

By George A. Barton 
Bryn Mawr College 



1. [600+300+26 GUN gis-ma-nu] 2 

2 [gun gis-ab-ba] 3 

3 [SA-Gl]* 

4. [60 gun gi bu us] 5 

5. [si-ni-i]b 

6. [nin-si]d-ag 

7. 25,200(?)+3,000+36(?) sa-gi 
8 3 kal u 1 ku 

9. [ki] UB- d BA-U [DUM]u CB- d NINA-TA 

10. 10,800(?)+240+6 sa-gi 

11. 120 + 13 gun gis-ma-nu 6 

12. 120 KAL U 1 KU 

13. ki al-la dumu lugal-ebim-ta 

14. 1,200+480+52 mas gun gis- 

MA-NU 

15. KI UB-AZAG-NUN-TA 



1. [926 talents of manu-woocI]. 2 

2 [talents or Abba- 

wood], 3 
3 [binding-reeds],* 

4. [60 talents of Ku-us-reeds] 5 

5. [brought forward from old ac]- 
count. 

6. Business transactions: 

7. 28,236(?) binding-reeds, 
8 3 men for 1 day, 

9. from Ur-Bau, Son of Ur-Nina. 

10. 11,046(?) binding-reeds, 

11. 133 talents of MANU-wood, 6 

12. 120 men for 1 day, 

13. from Alia, son of Lugal-erim. 

14. l,732f talents of MANU-wood, 

15. from Ur-azag-nun. 



t For interpretations of two similar tablets, see AJSL, XXVII, 322 ft. and XXVIII, 
207 3. The text interpreted in this article forms, with the two previously interpreted, 
all the ledgers of this class that there are among the texts hitherto published. 

2 Supplied by subtracting the numbers in I, 11, I, 14, II, 5, and II, 14, from the 
total in III, 2. 

» There were at least 165| talents of AB-BA wood in these lines; cf. II, 3, 12, III, 3, 
and VI, 2. There may have been a larger number, as the lines telling the amount on 
hand at the end of the transaction are broken away from the end of col. VI. 

* The number of reeds in the old account cannot be supplied as in 1. 1, because the 
numeral in II, 1, is broken away. 

5 Supplied from III, 5. 

« VR 26, 30, defines giS-ma-nd sig-sig as murranu = "staff" (cf. M. 5026). Staffs 
were, accordingly, made of this wood. 
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II 
1 [ SA ] _GI 

2. [Kl] GAL-DAM [dUMcJ 

TA 

3. 16 (?) gun pa gis-ab-ba 7 

4. ki-pa-al-e-ta 

5. 60 mas gun gis-ma-nu 

6. 1,200+540+16 sa-gi 

7. ki ubu-mu dumo lcgal-kis-tcb- 

TA 

8. 3,600 sa-gi 

9. GI-NIG GIB-SU ki A-BA-AN GAB-A 

10. 420+45 kal olio 

11. EEIN-KA E-GAL-KA-TA 

12. 3 SUSSANA GUN GIS-AB-BA 

13. 1,800+16 SA-GI 

14. 25 SCSSANA GUN GIS-MA-NU 

15. ITO NE-LAL-A 8 U 2 kam 

16. 3,600+2,400+540+1 sa-gi 



II 



1 

2. [from] . 



. . . binding (?) -reeds 
. gal-dam, [son ofj 



3. 16 ( ?) talents of sticks of abba -' 
wood 

4. from the AL-officer of the temple. 

5. 60J talents of MANU-wood, 

6. 1,756 binding-reeds, 

7. from Uru-mu, son of Lugal- 
kishtur. 

8. 3,600 binding-reeds— 

9. reeds belonging to the town of 
Girsu, provided for the gab- 
grain, 

10. 465 men for 1 day, 

11. of the bond-men of the temple. 

12. 3J talents of ABBA-wood, 

13. 1,816 binding-reeds, 

14. 25J talents of MANO-wood 

15. Month Nelala, 8 2nd day. 

16. 6,541 binding-reeds — 

III 



III 

1. gi-[nig] la-ba[-gu- 

A] 9 

2. su-nigin 2,400+420+57 sossana 
g0n gis-ma-nu 

3. su-nigin 19 sussana gun gis- 
AB-BA 

4. su-nigin 144,000+25,200+1,800 
+305 SA-GI 

5. su-nigin 60 gun gi bu us 11 

6. [su-nig]in 660+50 lal 2 kal 
u 1 ku 

7. sag nig-ga-ba kam 

8. sa-bi-ta 

9. 36,000+18,000+480+12 sa-gi 
10. 600+180+44 gun ma-nu 

7 Hammurabi in one of his letters (King, Letters and Inscriptions of Hammurabi , 
No. 72; cf., for translation, ibid.. Ill, p. 53) directed the cutting of large quantities of 
ABBA-wood for use in ship-building. 

8 I.e., Tebet, the 10th month; cf. M. 3157 and AIA 113, No. 3, 10. 
»Cf. col. V, 2, 11. 

10 Evidently the scribe omitted some wedges in copying this sign, for his record of 
the amount of this wood used (col. vi, 2) gives a total of 185 talents! 
« Perhaps reeds for bows; cf. M. 845. 



1. reeds belonging to 

drink-officer (If 

2. Total, 2877J talents of manu- 
wood, 

3. total, 19J 10 talents of ABBA-wood, 

4. total, 171,305 binding-reeds, 

5. total, 60 talents 'of bu-us reeds, 11 

6. total, 708 men for 1 day, 

7. in the complete stock. 

8. From it 

9. 54,492 binding-reeds, 

10. 824 talents of manu [-wood], 
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IV 

1. 100 gun gis-ab-ba 

2. sa-dug 12 lugal 

3. sd-a-gin 13 -na 

4. 25,200+2,400+300+33 10 gin 14 

SA-GI 

5. 240+18 GUN GIS-MA-NU 

6. 1,200 IGI-DU MA-NU GUN-NA 120- 
TA 

7. GI NIN-GIN-US SA-DUG 15 DR SA 
SA-NA DA 16 -IB 

8. 36,000+25,200+1,800-1-420+30 

LAL 1 SA-GI 

9. 8 GDN GOG 1 ' 

10. GI-BI 80 SA 

11. 240+21 MAS GUN GIS-MA-NU 

12. 360+45 GIEIN GIS-MA-NU 

13. 360+30 SA GIS-MA-NU GIEIN 
GIS-MA-NU-BI 40 LAL 1 

14. UMUN E-MA 18 -U-A 19 SA-BI 60 SA 

15. 17 MA-DI-AB 20 GAB 21 

16. GI-BI 25 MAS SA 

17. SA A U 



1. 3,600+2,400+540+1 sa-gi 

2. gi-nig na-ab-da-lum la-ba-gu-a 



3. DUP LUGAL-ISIB-NE 



4. SA GAL- d NIN-GIR-SU 



IV 

1. 100 talents of abba-woo<1, 

2. as tax 12 the king 

3. received. 13 

4. 27,933 10-shekels" binding- 
reeds, 

5. 258 talents of MANu-wood, 

6. 1,200 MANU-splinters (?) at 120 
to the talent 

7. (the reeds were of standard 15 
weight) Ur and Shana took. 16 

8. 63,449 binding-reeds, 

9. 8 talents GCG 17 -reeds 

10. (their reeds are 80 binders), 

11. 261^ talents MANu-wood, 

12. 405 pieces of manu-woocI, 

13. 390 MANu-wood binders (their 
pieces of MANu-wood are 39), 

14. the master seal '"-maker ( ?) 19 (his 
reeds are 60 binders), 

15. 17 braziers 20 set, 21 

16. (their reeds are 25J binders), 

17. which is the wages of 

days 

V 

1. 6,541 binding-reeds — 

2. reeds, the possession of Nabda- 
lum, the drink-officer (?), 22 

3. on the account of Lugal-ishib- 
ne 

4. and Gal-Ningirsu. 



1= See AJSL, XXVII, 325, u. 19. i» Cf. B. 2395. 

" This 10 shekels Is counted in the total (col. VI, 6) as J, making, with the i in the 
number 25} of col. IV, 16, the fraction § of that total. Since the shekel was „»„ of a 
mana, it follows that the binding reeds must have been estimated in manas, and not 
counted, as I formerly supposed (Haver/ord Library Collection, II, 13), since thus only 
could ten shekels equal the fraction J. This fact relieves us of the anomoly of supposing 
that the Sumerians counted a third of a reed. Evidently it was the habit of the book- 
keepers to omit the word mana, leaving it to be understood, and this is the only instance 
in these tablets which gives us a clue to the fact. 

" See AJSL, XXVIII, 63 ff. i« Cf. B. 6651. 

» Cf. B. 1372-78. » Cf. M. 4457. i» See B. 8656. 

" Cf. M. 4872; Zimmern, Bitualtafeln, No. 24, rev. 6, and Boissier, Divination, II, 
p. 2, 1. 4. 

2i B. 11953. »» Cf. AJSL, XXVIII, 208, n. 9; and below, 1. 11. 
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5. 600+480+50 sa-gi 

6. kas-ku ma-ha-ka ba-a-dul 

7. 1,200+300 sa-gi 

8. 600 SA-GDG 

9. E SA MA-DA-LAL MA-LDGAL-KU 

10. 60 SA-GI SAL-gA-AB-AB 

11. 61 SA-GI NIG GEME DUMU BAL- 
NI LA-GU-A 

12. 660(?) KAL C 60 LAL 1 KU 

13 e-gal-ka gub-ba 

14. [85] gdn gis-ab-ba 

15. [nin-sid]-ag 

16. [itu ne-la]l 

17. [17 ma-di-a]b gar 

18. [na-ab-d]a-lcm 

19 120 sa 



5. 1,130 binding-reeds 

6. for the voyage of the boat 
"Fish" were appropriated. 

7. 1,500 binding reeds, 

8. 600 binding GUG-reeds 

9. for a house and the boat "Da- 
la," the king's boat, 

10. 60 binding-reeds, Khalkhaabab. 

11. 61 binding-reeds, the possession 
of Genie, daughter of Balni, the 
drink-officer (?), 

12. 660(?) men for 59 days. 

13 For the temple are ap- 
propriated 

14. [85] talents of abba- wood. 

15. [Business] transactions 

16. [of the month Nela]la, 

17. setting [17 brazi]ers(?) 

18. [of Nabd]alum. 

19 120 binders. 



VI 

1. [sd-ni]gin 1,200+120+33 mas 

GIS-MA-NU 

2. su-nigin 180+5 gun gis-ab-ba 

3. kal ... 4 gdn-ta 

4. a sam-su-ag-be 360+24 mas 

KAL U 1 KU 

5. [sd-nigin 40]4 23 gibin gis-ma-nu 

6. [su nigin 144,000+10,8]00+1,- 

800+51 SANABI SA-GI 

7. [SU-NIGIN] 16 MAS KAL 

U 1 KU 

8. [zig]-ga 

9. [lal-ni 14,400]+240+53 sussa- 

NA SA-GI 

10. [60 gun]gi-ru-us 



VI 

1. Total 1,433J talents of manu- 
wood, 

2. Total 185 talents of ABBA-wood, 

3. at ... 4 talents to the man; 

4. the cost of cutting is 384J men 
for 1 day. 

5. [Total 40]4 23 pieces of manu- 
wood, 

6. [total, 15]6651| binding reeds, 

7. [total], ? + 16f men for 1 day, 

8. [are taken] away. 

9. [There remain on hand 14,]653J 
binding-reeds, 

10. [60 talents] of Ku-us-reeds 



11. [1,200+210+3] kingusili gun 11. [ l,443]i talents of MANU-wood. 
gis-[ma-]nu 



M From IV, 12, it would appear that this total was 405, the scribe having written 
"four" instead of "five" by mistake. 



142 The American Journal of Semitic Languages 

The rest of the column is broken away. Probably there followed 
a statement of the amount of abba-woocI which remained on hand, 
and the dates covered by the transaction; cf. HLC, 16, and RTC, 
306, which are respectively interpreted in AJSL, XXVII, 322 ff., and 
XXVIII, 207 ff. 

This text is the third and last of the series. It forms with 
the two previously published all that are known of this class of 
accounts. The three tablets are excellent examples of a method of 
Babylonian bookkeeping, which may well be called "double entry," 
and afford us welcome glimpses of a unique Babylonian industry. 



